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being essentially impoverished. But it is not enough
that men should continue to meet their own needs,
nor even that they should progressively modify the
means by which they do this. This is little better
than a stationary condition. They must remake their
country. Most of the European landscape is entirely
artificial.

Heather is as much of man's ordering on a Scottish
moor as wheat in an English field. It is easy to
admit that the scenery of Berkshire or of Normandy
is not Nature but Art. The geotechnic test, then, is
fairly to be applied to all places for which a claim of
progression is made. How far is Siberia a land of
fields and cities, of quarries and hedges'? How far is
the growth of human habitations intelligent and
beautiful ? How far are the forces of nature at the
bidding of man ? In the Tropics what is being done
for re-afforestation, for irrigation ? Who is taming
the desert ? Who is improving the milking cow who
is enriching the wheat ? The French in Algeria are
engaged on oasis-making. This is one of the noblest
activities of our epoch. It is one of an endless
possible series, pointing to a?i ultimate transforma-
tion of the Sahara into a renewal of the earthly
Paradise. In the same way the dessication of
Asia i& a problem, which engages the earnest
attention of geographers and geotechnists, for
the scope which it affords to future activity of tfate